Chagasic granulomatous encephalitis in immunosuppressed patients. Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging findings.
American trypanosomiasis (Chagas' disease), a zoonosis caused by Trypanosoma cruzi with a high incidence in Latin America, may induce an uncommon form of localized encephalitis termed "chagoma", found in few immunocompromised patients. The computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) findings of brain chagoma are reported for 3 males (ages 32, 32 and 9 yr), the first 2 infected with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and the third with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Diagnosis was confirmed by biopsy. CT disclosed a single, supratentorial, nodular-shaped lesion that substantially enhanced with contrast material, localized in parietal or frontal lobes. T1-weighted MRI showed hypointense lesions that enhanced with gadolinium-diethylenetriaminepentaacetic acid, corresponding to extensive hyperintense areas on T2-weighted images, producing mass effect. The imaging pattern of brain chagoma presented here is similar to that of cerebral toxoplasmosis and should be considered in the differential diagnosis of an intracerebral mass lesion in immunocompromised patients.